
Space Week - Detailed Project Information/Description 
What makes this program tick! 

 

To spark an interest in STEM education, each year in November and December, 

Brevard Public Schools holds Space Week for approximately 5,000 public school 

sixth graders. During Space Week, each student has the opportunity to learn 

science concepts while studying space and space exploration. The highlight of the 

program is a study trip to Kennedy Space Center for experiential learning. While 

there, they have a briefing and exclusive question/answer session with an 

astronaut, participate in an engineering truss design challenge, tour the Visitor 

Center and see many displays and demonstrations on the work that takes place at 

Kennedy Space Center. By exposing students to engaging STEM concepts in sixth 

grade, they can begin in middle school taking the classes necessary to work in STEM 

fields and become our future engineers and space explorers.  

All teachers access online Educator Activity Guides so they can perform pre- and 

post-trip lessons and activities in preparation for the study trip. They begin 

implementing the pre-test and the classroom instruction in the Space Week 

curriculum each year in early September.  A “Space Week Explorer’s Logbook” is 

provided by Kennedy Space Center to each student where they record their 

observations, learnings, reflections, etc. on the day of their trip and during follow-

up activities back in the classroom.  Again this year, students will participate in the 

Astronaut Encounter, Shuttle Launch Experience, Engineering Design Challenge - 

building a truss prototype, Space Shuttle Atlantis exhibit and exploring the Rocket 

Garden. Participant surveys and academic data are collected and analyzed to 

measure gains in student achievement and make program improvements. Students 

are inspired by members of NASA/KSC with the goal of inspiring the next generation 

of explorers through stories that teach leadership and character skills as they relate 

to astronauts, space exploration and the people involved in it. Besides making 

curricular connections to STEM and important grade six science concepts, this 

component will support students as they begin to consider their future careers and 

recognize characteristics, habits, and skills that will help them succeed in life. 



Evaluation Process 

The benchmark for this program is the pre-test that the students take.  The goal is 

to have the majority of the students taking the pre-test score higher on the post-

test once the in-school and at-home activities are completed.  For the low-

performing students, data is disaggregated according to the 5th grade science test 

scores.  The low-performing students targeted in this grade are those who scored 

at levels 1 and 2.   

Pre-test and post-test scores are compared for increases in knowledge.  Data is 

disaggregated according to the students’ FCAT level and grouped as levels 1 and 2, 

or levels 3, 4, 5.  The test measures content taught through the classroom lessons, 

as well as the study trip and covers topics like space exploration and physical 

science.  Informed feedback is collected from teachers at the end of the study trip.  

Evaluation information is used to make program improvements. 

 

Space Week – Informative Links 

Brevard Schools 

NASA 

 

Point of Contact 

Linda Filippini 
Programs and Development Assistant 
Brevard Schools Foundation 
321/633-1000, 454 
www.brevardschoolsfoundation.org 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Brevard_County_Schools/Departments/Departments__A-J/Curriculum_and_Instruction/Groups/Space_Week
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/brevard-space-week.html
mailto:Filippini.Linda@Brevardschools.org

